


THE CATECHISM

INTRODUCTION

THIS Catechi:m is the work of a Committee of
Synod and is designed for use in Sunday Schools.
It is divided into five sections. (I) God, His Nature
and Attributes; (II) Jesus Christ, His Life and
Teaching ; (III) The Bible, its Form and Contents ;
(V) The Church, its History and Purpose ; (V) The
Christian Life, its Claims and Responsibilities.

Each Section is carefully graded; the earlier ques-
tions being designed for Junior Classes; the later for
Senior Classes. The appropriate sections for each
grade are intended to cover one year’s study. One
Sunday in each month should be devoted to revision.
This is most important in teaching children and
should not be neglected.

The compilers have followed the usual practice of
citing proof texts, but recommend that answers with-
out these citations should be accepted in the first
instance. When these have been mastered, and then
only, should the proof texts be required, and in every
case it is imperative that the child should be encour-
aged to find the text in the Bible. The Catechism is
not an alternative to Bible reading, but an aid to it.

The final responsibility for teaching the children
rests upon parents, without their help the teacher
cannot succeed. In placing this Catechism in the
hands of the children and teachers, it is also placed
in the hands of parents. The future of our Church
depends on how far parents discharge their responsi-
bilities, Proof texts in each case are from the A.V..
€xcept where otherwise stated.
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JUNIOR SECTION

1.—GOD.

1. Who are you?

1 am a child of God, as all human beings are.

Gen. 1, 27: God created man in his own image.

Matt. 5, 16: Let your light so shine before men,
that they may sce your good works, and glorify your

Father which is in heaven
1 Cor. 11, 7: A man . , . is the image and glory of
God

'ln. 3, 9 ... men, which are made after the
likeness of God,

2. Who is Ged?

God is the Father of all men, and the Maker of
all things.

Gen, 1, 1: In the beginning God created the hea-
ven and the earth.

Neh. 9, 6: Thou, even thou, art God alone. thou
hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all
their host, the earth, and all things that are therein,
the scas, and all things that are therein, and thou
mc:vhm them all; -and the host of heaven worship-

e,

Acts 14, 15: ., ., the livisg God. who made the
wcn‘wmmhmduoua.mdanthuin
them is

Acts 17, 28; . . in him we live and move and
have our being.
3. How do we¢ leam about God ?

We learn about God from the world around us,
m the voice of conscience within us, and from the



Ps. 19, 1: The heavens declare the
and the firmament sheweth his hndiwudtlw Y9 G,

I Tim, 1, 5: But the end of the charge s |
of & pure heart and a good conscience aMweta(all:
unfeigned.

Rom, 1, 20: The invisible things of him . . . are
clearly seen, t"’ems perceived through the things that

are made.—R.

Ps. 119, 105: word is a la 1
and light unto my?arl,h . Ty ks

4. Why is God called our Father?

God is called our Father, because he has made us,
and loves us, and day by day cares for us.

Ps. 23, 1: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall mot
want.
Ps. 113, 5.6: Who is like unto the Lord our God,

who dwelleth on high, who humbleth himself to behold
the things that are in heaven and in the esrth!

Matt. 6, 9: After this manner therefore pray ye:
our Father which art in besven,

Eph. 4, 6: One God and Father of all
I John 4, B: God is love

5. Why do we say that God is a Spirit 7

We say that God Is 8 Spirit because he lives, and
knows all things, and works everywhere, although we
cannot see him,
Jobn I, 18: No man hath seen God at any time.
John 4, 24: God is a Spirit.
1 Cor. 6, 19: Your hody is a temple of the Holy
Rom. 8§, 16: The Spirit himself bearcth witness
with our spirit, that we are chikiren of God.—R.V,
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6. Why do we say that God is Holy ?

that God is holy because he himself is
fez'in“:{)odmm. and loves cverything that is right

nﬁ good.
Lev. 19, 2: Ye shall be haly, for T the Lord your

God am haly.

ps. 145, 9: The Lord is good to all.

1s. 57, 15: The high and lofty One that inhabiteth
eternity, whose name is Holy.

Mic. 6. 8: He bath showed thee, O man, what is

;shu. 19, 17: One there is who is geod.—R.V.

7. Why are we called children of God 7

We are called children of God because we were
made I‘ay him and are members of his world-wide
family.

Ps. 103, 13: Like as a father pitieth his children,

be Lord pitieth them that fear bim.
o A e C6: W are the children of God.

Gal. 3, 26: For ye are all the children of God,

talth, in Christ Jesus.
"’""iﬂu. 5, 45: That ve may be the children of your

Father, which is in heaven.
Acts 17, 28: For we are alio his offspring.

8, What is our duty towards God 7
Our duty towards Ged is to love him, and do his
will, and live as his grateful chiidren.

Lev. 22, 31: Therefore shall ye keep my command-
ments and do them.



Deut. 6, 5: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thine heart, and with all th 1,
all thy might, VAT 20l it

Eccl 12, 13: Fear God, and keep his comman
ments, for this is the whole duty of man, i

~ Amas 5, 14: Seck good and not evil that ye
live: and so the Lord, the God of hosts, shall be m
you.

Eph, 6, 7: With good will doing service, as ¢
and not 10 men. o S

2— JESUS CHRIST.

9. Who is Jesus Christ 7

Jesus Chrisr s the San of God and the Ssviour
of mankind.

Matt. 3, 17: This {s my beloved Son in whom 1
am well pleased,

Mart, 16, 16: Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God.

1 John 4, 14: And we have seen and do testify
tlll'luth. Father sent the Son to be the Savicur of the
world,

10. What does the name Jesus Christ mean 7

Jesus is 8 personal name meaning Saviours Christ
15 a title meaning Annoanted.

Matt, I, 21: Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for
he shall save his people from their sins.

Jjohn 4, 492: And know that this is indeed the
Christ, the Saviour of the world.

11, Where was Jesus born ?
]m;wasbommlcthlehuninthohndouuq.

Matt, 2, I: Now when Jesus was barn in Bethle.
hem of Judea. !

12. Who was the father of Jesus ?
The father of Jesus was called Joseph,

Luke 2, 48: Behold, thy father and I bave sought
thee sorrowing.

Luke 2. 33: And Joseph and his mother
ar those things which were spoken of mmarvtned

Luke 2, 16: They found Mary, and
e Jozeph, and

Mart 13, 35: Is not this the carpenter’s son ?

13. Where was Jesus brought up ?

Jesus was brought up in Nazareth of Galliles, and
afterwards at Capernaum.

Luke 2, 39: They returned into Gal ta their
own city, Nazareth. iy

Luke 4, 16: He came to Nazareth, where be had
been brousght up.

Macr, 4, 13: And leaving Nazareth he came and
dwelt at Capernaum,

14, What do we know of the Childhood of Jesus?

As Jesus grew in stature he Increased in wisdom
and in favour with God and man,

Luke 1, 80: And the child grew and waxed sireng
In spirit,
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Luke 2, 46: They found him in the Temple, sitt
in the midst of the doctors, both hu:ine:'fben... % alnag
asking them questioas,

Luke 2, 52 Jesus increased in wisdom and statuge,

15. When did Jesus begin to teach ?
Jesus began to teach when he was about thirty
years of age.

Luke 3, 23: And Jesus himself, when he bepan 10
teach, was about thirty years of age. R.V,

16, What did Jesus teach 7

Jesus taught ws to love God and our neighboar.

Luke 10, 27: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God...
and thy neighbour as thyself,

Mark 12, 29.31: And Jesus answered him, The
first of all the Commandments is . . , etc.

Matr. 6, 9.13: The Lord's Praver.

17. How long did Jesus teach ?
Jesus taught about two years.

18. Why Is Jesus called the Son of God 7

Jesus is called the Son of God because he obeyed
Iéi:‘in &l things and showed the wisdam and love of

Mark 1, 11: Thou art my beloved Son, in whom 1
am well pleased.

John I, 34: And I (John) have seen, and have
borne witness that this is the son of God.

John 11, 27: Thou art the Christ the son of God.

19. Why is Jesus called the Som of man ?

Jesus is the Son of man as shown by his birth,
temptations, sorrows, sufferings and death.

Luke 9,58: Foxes have holes, and the birds of the
air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to
lay his head.

Luke 9. 22: The Son of man must suffer many
things.

Heb. 4, 15: . . _ but was in all points tempted like
as we are, vet without sin,

20. How did Jesus reveal God 7

Jesus Christ reveals God by tesching us the mind
of God and showing in his life God’s loving kindpess
towards all men.

John 1, 18: The only begotten Son . . . be hath
declared Him.

John 14, 9: He that hath seen me hath seen the
Fatber.

Matt, 18, 14: Ewen so it is not the will of your
Father which is in heaven that one of these linle ones
should perish.

Matt. 7, 11: also see Matt, 6, 30,

2. What did Jesus teach about man ?
Jesus taught that man is & child of God.

Luke 1, 1.2: Our Father.
Matt, 23, 9: One is your Father which §5 in heaven.
I John 4, 4: Ye are of God my bittle children.
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22, Why do we need Jesus Christ 7

We need Jesus Christ because through him we
learn of God.

John 4, 24: God is a spirit,
John 14, 6: 1 am the way, the truth and the life.

Mark 12, 27: He is not the God of the dead,
of the hving. T -

25. How do we show our faith in Jesus Christ ?
We show our faith in Jesus Christ by living a5 his
disciples.

john 13, 35: By this shall all men know that ye
are my disciples if ye have love one to anaother.

John 13, 15: For I have given you an example,
that ye should do as 1 have done to you.

John 15, 14: Ye are my friends, if ye do whatso-
ever I command you,

24, Why did Jesus die on the cross ?

Jesus died on the cross because he so loved God
and man that he willingly faced death that through
his sacrifice men might learn God's love for his

children.

Matt. 20, 28: The son of man came ., . . to minis.
ter and to give his life 3 mnsom for many.

1 Thess. 5, 9 Our Lord Jesus who died for us.

I John 3, 16: Hereby perceive we the love of God
because he lald down his life for us.

Mark 14, 36: Nevertbeless not what I will, but
what thou wilt,
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25. How does Jesus Hve in His followers ?

Jesus lives In his followers as an ever . present
friend and helper, who inspires them
children of their Heavenly Father. 10 live as the

Matt 28, 20: Lo, T am with
e G you alway, even unto
Col. |, 27: Christ in you, the hope of gloty,
ohn 15, 12: This is my command 3
love looc another, as T have loved wou, o
john 14, 18: I will not leave you comfortbess: [
will ¢come unto you.

3.— THE BIBLE

26. What Is the Bible ?

The Bible is the name given to the writings of the
Ol and New Testaments.

Il Cor. 3, 14: In the reading of the old restament.

11 Cot. 3, 6: Who alse hath made us able ministers
of the new restament.

If Tim. 3. 15: And that from a child thoa hast
known the holy seriptures.

27. How many Books are there in the OMd
Testament 7

There are thirty-nine Books In the Old Testament.

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticas, Numbers, Deutero-
nomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 Ssmuel, 1T Samuel
1 Kings, Il Kings, 1 Chronicles, [T Chrosicles, Ezra
Nehemish, Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes.
Song of Sclomon, Isalah, [Jeremiah, Lamentations,
Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiab, jonah,
Micah, Nahum, Habakk Zephaniah, Haggal, Zech-
ariah, Malachi.
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28, How are the Books of the OId
divided 7 Testamant

They are divided into the Books of th
Prophets, and Other Writings. e

Neh. 8, 2: Bara, the priest, brought the law before
the congregation,

Luke 10, 26: What is written |
o AR en In the law ? How

29. What is meant by the Book of the Law ?

The Book of the Law consists of Genesis, Exod
Leviticus, Numbers, Deateronomy, o

I Kings 14, 6. According unto that which is writ-
ten in the book of the law of Moses. -

II Chran, 17, 9: And they taught in Judah,
had the book of the law of the Lord with them. e

30, What is meant by the Prophets ?

The Books in the Old Testament which record the
words and works of the prophets. There are sixteen
such Books, four called major prophets, and twelve
called minar prophets.

The hets are: Isai i i
. major prop are: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel,
The minor prophets are: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Ol

diah, fonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk. Zephani
Hagsai, Zecharish, Malachi, mp—_—

31, What are the other writings ?

All the other Old Testament Books not included
in the Law and the Prophets.
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11 Tim. 3, 16 All scriptare is given by inspiration
of Geod, and s profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for Instruction in righteousness,

32 What kind of books are cootained in the
other writlogs ?

They include books of Poetry, Histories and books
of Wisdom.

Examples of Books of Poetry are the Psalms, Song
o! Solomon, and part of the Book of Job. Examples of

the Books of History are Kings, Chronicles, and Judges.
Examples of Practical Wisdom are Proverbs and

Ecclesiastes,

15, How many Books are there in the New
Testament 7

There are twenty-sever books In the New Tessa-
ment.  They &g it

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, The Acts, Romans,
I Corinthians, Il Corinthians, Galktians, Ephesians,
Philippians, Colosmans, | Thessalonians, 1l Thessa-
lonians, ! Timothy, 1l Timochy, Titus, Philemon,
Hebrews, James, | Peter, II Peter, I john, IT [ohn,
Il fohn, Jude, Revelation,

34. What kind of Books arc there in the New
Testament ?

There are Gospels, History, Letters and The Book
of Revelation.

Mark I, 1: The beginning of the gospel of Jesus
Christ.

I Peter 3, 1: This second epistle, beloved, I now

write unto you,
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Rev. I, 1: The Revelation of Jesus Christ, whi
God zave unto him, ! b,

35. What are the Gospels ?

The first four books of the New Testament, Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke and John, tell the story of the life,
work, teaching and death of Jesus Christ.

36, Which is rthe bistory book in the New
Testament ?

The book of the Acts of the Apostles tells of the
beginning of the Christian Chorch after the resus.
rection of Jesus.

17, What are the Epistles 7

They are the twenty-one letters written by the
Christian leaders to Churches and to persons, They
are :—

. Romans, I Corinthians, 11 Corinthia Gala
tians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, l.ﬁnmm
lonigns, 11 Thessalonlans, 1 Timothy, 11 Timothy,
Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, | Peter, 1T Peter,
I John, II John, I [chn, Jude.

38, What is the Book of Revelation ?

The Book of Revelation tells of the dreams and
visions seen by John, the writer.

39. Why do we read the Bible ?

We read the Bible because the Scriptures of the

0l and New Testaments contain the rule of faith
and duty undér the tesching of our Lord fesus Christ.
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[ Peter 1. 25: The word of the Lard abideth for
ever. Aa:!rzhisk:bcwordnlmodtsdnmwudl
was preached unto youw.~R.V.

Heb, 1, 1: God, having of old time spoken unto
the fathers in the prophets, . . . hath at the end of
these doys spoken unto us in his Son—R.YV,

4— THE CHRISTIAN LIFE.

40. What Is the Christian Religion 7

The Christian Religion is the practice of the faith
and worship of the one God, our Father, revealed (o
us in Jesus Christ our Lord,

John 4, 24: God is a spirit: and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

Hosea 12, 61 Turn thou to thy God: keep mercy
and judgment, and wait on thy God continually,

Ps. 130, 5: I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait,
and in bis word do I bope,

41, What is a Christian 7
A Christlan s o disciple of Jesues Christ.

Acts 11, 26: And the disciples were called Chris-
tians first in Antioch,

John 13, 35: By this shall all men know thar ye
are my disciples, if ye bave love oae to another,

Luke 14, 27: And whasoever doth not bear his
cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.

42, What Is the Christian Life ?

The Christian life is one lived after the example
of Jesus Chnist.
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John 13, 15: | have given you an exx that
also should do a5 1 have dome to you. =ple, ¥
Gal, 6, 2: Bear yeo one another's burden
fulfil the law of Christ. b
Philippians 2, 5: Have this mind in you, which
was also in Christ fesus.—R.V.
IT Peter 3, 18: Grow in the grice and knowledgs
of our Lord und Saviour Jesus Christ.—R.V,

43, What is worship 7

Worship is reverence, and Christian worship is an
act of reverence of God by prayer and praise in public
ar private,

Ps. 107, &: Oh that men would praise the Loed
for his goodussi and for his wonderful works to the
children of men

Ps, 143, 8: Cause me to know the way wherein [
should walk, for T lift up my soul unto thee,

john 4, 23: The bour cometh, and now i3, when
the trus worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit
and truth: for such doth the Father seck to be his
worshippers.—R.V,

I John I, 9: If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all wnrightecusness.—R.V.

44, What is Prayer?

Frayer i1 speaking to God, and histening for his
voice in our hearts.

Ps. 5, 3: In the morning will 1 order m or
unto thee, and will keep watch.—R.V, ’ mi_
Ps. 46, 10: Be still, and know thst [ am God.

Habakkuk 2, 20: The Lord I8 in His holy temple:
lec all the earth keep silence before him.

Philippeans 4, 6: In everything by prayer and sup-
plication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God.

45, Whar is our duty to man 2

Our duty to man is to treat him in all our rela-
tionships 8s a child of God.

Martt. 7, 12: Whatsoever y¢ would that men should
do unto you, even so do ye also unto

I Car. 13, 4.7: Love suffereth Jong and is kind . . .
is not provoked. taketh not account of evil , . . hopeth
all things— R.V.

Eph. 4, 32: Be ye kind to one another, teader-
hearted, forgiving each other, cven 23 God also in
Christ forgave youw.—R.V,

James 2, 8.9: I ye fuifil the royal law . . . Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well; but if
ye have respect of persons ye commit sin—R.V.

46. What is forgivemess 7

Forpiveness is pardon, and Jesus taught us to ask
forgivensss of God for our sins and to be ready to
forgive those who ask forgiveness of ue

Matt. 6, 14: If ye forrive men thelr trespasses,
your heavenly Father will also forgive you,

Luke 17, 3: If thy brother sin, rebuke him; and if
he repent, forgive him.—R.V,

Il Cor. 2, 5-7: If any Bath caused sorrow . . . ye
should rather forgive him and comfort him—~R.V,

47, What is Salvation ?

Salvation is that healthy condition of the soul
when it is in harmony with the will of God.
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Ps. 23, 3: He restoreth my soul,

Proverbs 3, 7-8: Fear the Lord and depart from
evil; it shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to
thy bones,

Jer. 30, 17: 1 will restore health unto thee, and I
will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the Lord,

Rom. 1, 16: 1 am not asbamed of the Gospel, for
|t is the power of God unto salvation.

[I1 John 2: 1 pray that in all things thou 3
es1 pr erandgtlnhuhh.evuutbym
prosperesh,

4%, What is the reward of the good life in this
world 7

The rewatrd of the good Lfe in this world is peace
of mind and heppy fellowship with Ged.

Deut. 30, 15: 1 have set before thee this day life
aodmfl...inthﬁlcommdtbe:bhdlvmlon
the thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep
his commandments,

ah 3, 10; Say ye of the righteous, that it shall
be well with lim,

John 13, 17: If y¢ know these things, blessed are
ye if ye do them.

[ Tim. 4, 8: Godliness Is profitable for all things,
having promise of the life now is, and of that
which is to come.

49, What Is the reward of the good life here.
ufter ?

The reward of the good life hereafter s continuing
fellowship with God, and a deepening understanding
of his purpose.

Ps. 73, 24: Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel,
and afterwards receive me to glory.

Wisdom of Solomon 1, 15: Righteousness is
immortal,
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IT Tim. 4, 8: There is kid up for me the crown of
rightecusness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give to me that day; and not only to me, but also
to all them that have loved his appearing.—R.V.

Rev. 22, 3-4: There shall be no curse any more:
and the throme of God and of the Lamb shall be
therein: and his servants shall do him service—R.V.

30, What is the result of sin?

The result of sin is that we become less able to
do our duty to God.

Deut. 30, 17: If thine heart turn away, and thou
wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship
other gods, and serve them, [ denounce unto you this
day that ye shall surely perish—R.V.

Eceles. 8, 12-13; It shall be well with them that
fear God , . . 2 buat it shall mot be well with the
wicked —R.V.

Isaiah 3, 11: Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill
;tiithhim:(otlbo reward of his hands shall be given
m.
Rom. 2, 8.9: Unto them that are factious, and
obey not the truth, but obey unrighteousness, shall be
wrath and indignation, tribulation and anguish—R.V.

51, How ought we to do our dally work ?

We ought to do our daily work diligently, faith.
‘F and cheerfully, as under the eye of our Heavenly
ather.

Exodus 20, 9: Six days shalt thou labour, and do
all thy work,

Eccles. 9, 10: Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
do It with thy maght,

Haggai 2, 4: Be strong, all ye people of the land
saith the Loed, and nork.s' »

Johim 5, 17: Jesus answered them, My Father work-
cth even until mow, and [ work.—R.V.
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I Thess. 4, 11 Study to be quiet, and to do your
own business, and to work with your hands.—R.V.

52. What is the soul?

The soul is the real self, by which we are linked
{ﬂ God and for which we hope for the prize of cternal
€.

Gen. 2, 7: The Lord God tormed man of the dust
of the ground and breached Into his nostrils the breath
of life: and man became a living soul

Job. 33, 4: The spirit of God hath made me, and
the bresth of the Almighty giveth me life.—R.V.

Rom, 7, 22: 1 delight in the law of God after the
inward man.

Il Cor. 4, 16: Though our outward man is decay-
ing, vet our Inward man is renewed day by day,~R.V.

53, What did Jesus teach about ITmmortality ?

Jesus taught that man may hope for eternal life
and should strive to be warthy of it.

Luke 23, 43: And be said unto him, verily | say
unto thee, to-day thou shalt be with me in Paradise.

John 14, 2: In my Father’s house are many
mAansions.

54 What is the chiel end of man?

The chief end of man i3 to glorify God and to
enjoy him for ever,

Ps, 73, 25 Whom have 1 in heaven but thee; and
there is noae upon earth that 1 desire beside thee.
Rom. 12, 2: Be ye transformed by the renewing of
your minds that ye may prove what is the good and
acceprable and perfect will of God —~R.V.

I Cor. 10, 31: Whether therelore yeo eat, or drink,
ar whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.

0
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SENIOR SECTION

1.— GOD.

1. Why do you believe there Is but one God ?

Holy Scripture and reason teach us to believe that
there is but one God, and none other but he.

Deut. 6, 4: Hear, O Israel: the lord our God
i5 one Lord.

Isaiah 45, 5: 1 am the Losd, and there is none else:
besido me there is no God,

2. How docs God reveal himeelf to us as Father ?

God reveals himself to us as Father in the life
and Weath of Jesus Christ, who taught us how to find
God in the world around as, to recognise the spirit of
God within us, as well as above and beyond us, and
who, himself a true son of God, died on the Cross to
testify that as & man cannot shew greater Jove than
when he lays down his life for his friends, so God's
love is even more wonderful in that he cares for us
<0 much that he offers us life eternal

john 15, 13: Greater love hath no man than this,
1hat a man laydown his life for his friends.

Rom. 8, 11: I the spirit of him that raised up
[esus from the dead dwelleth in vou, he that raised
up Christ Jesus from the dead shall gquicken also your
mortal bodies through his spirit that dwelleth in you.

Luke 8. 11: Now the parable is this: the seed is
the word of God.

3. What do we know of the character of God ?
God i5 holy, just and good, full of compassion and
tenderness 10 all his creatures.

Exodus 34, 6; The Lord, the Lord, a God full of
compassion and grackous, slow to anger, and plenteous
in mercy and truth.
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Isaih 6, 3: And one cried unto another, and sai
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole :ﬁ’dh'
15 full of his glory,

I Joha 4, 16: God is love

4. How bas God shown love to his children ?

God has shown his love to all men by 8 most
mesciful orovision for their bodily and spiritual wants,
adﬁ :smally by the revelation of himself in Jesus

Ps. 145, 16: Thou openest thine hand, and satis-
flest the desire of every living thing.

_ Jobn 3, 16: God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Som, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have eternal life.

Acts 14, 17: He left not himself without witness,
in that he did good, and gave vou from beaven rains
:l':l fruitful seasoms, filling vour hearts with food and

Tess.

5. What ks goodness ?

Goodness is the keeping of the laws of God with
a willing heart,

Micah 6, 8: He hath shewed thee, O man, what is

good ; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to
d}?y ltgtg.,ud 10 love mercy, and to walk humbly with
1 ?

Eph. 6, 6; Doing the will of God from the heart.

6. What is sin?

Sin Is the wilful breaking of any law of God.

James 4, 17: To him therefare that knoweth to do
good, and doeth it not, to him it & sin

2

1 John 3, 4: Every one that doeth sin doeth 2ls0
lawlessness: and sin is lawlessness,

7. Are we free to choose between sin and
goodness 7 .

d ness God has given us o
pow:“ c:;ef::oﬁ:. n:hc however it may be abused,
we still possess. L

Deut, 30, 19.20: 1 have sct before thee life
death, the g'lusins and the ocurse: tbmfor? cb«ly::s
life that thou mayst lve, thou and _Uay seed: to’u"
the Lord thy God, to o_beyblsvonoc.mdtoc
unto him: for he is thy life.

Isainh 7, 15: When be knoweth 1o refuse the evil,
and chovse the good.

Luke 12, 37: And why even of yourselves judge
ve not what is right !

%. How do you distinguish between evil tendency
and actual guilt ?

We inherit tendencies, good and evil, but actual
guilt is our personal choice of the evil

Il Saml 12, 9;: Wherefore hast thou despised the
word of the Lord, to do evil in his sight,

Proverbs 20, 7: A just man that walketh in his
integrity, blessed are his children after him.

Ezekiel 18, 4: Behold, all souls are mine; as the
soul of the father, 50 also the soul of the son is mine:
the soul thar sisneth, it shall dle.

9. What Is moral responsibility 7

Mara]l responsibility is our accountability to God
for every act and thought.
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Mate. 12, 36: Every idle word thae shall
speak, they shall give account thereof | g
judgment. e day of

Rom. 14, 12: So th h
account of hmseif 10 God, e O 95 shall give

10, What are our duties to ourselves ?

Qur duties to ourselves are 2o
and appetites of the body, to mrﬁt’:tm?m
goung:l t:buelem! ons, to cultivate our minds ;,:3
va men
orncee by 0 Our enjoy 15 and honour oy

Isziah 1, 16-17; Wash you, make vou ol
away the evil of your dain I;; SSOUA.
cease 10 do evil: learn 10 do well, 0T TR eyes;

Phllippisns 4, 8: Finally, brethren
things are true, whatsoever things m'l::?:l::
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things a
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever mﬁ
are of good report; if there be any virtue and if
there be any praise, think on these things.

2.— JESUS CHRIST.

"éil'i‘:’l.;' are our sources of knowledge about

The New Testament recoeds tell
Chrast's life, character, work and ;udn. a:fi l?i'x llnﬁ
ga urﬁ;et::u&mfm the Resurrection, and we
Porns in Jewish writings and by

John 20. 3 These are written that
that Jesus is the Christ, the S ye may belleve
believing ye may have life i: bi? de.cﬁd- and that

24

NOTE—Purely Jowish sources, eg. the
which s a body of Jewish Civil and Canonlcal law
not mzﬁb«l in the Pentatench (the first five books
of the Testameng) tedl us little, the most they do
is not to deny that Jesws existed, There are some
references by be Jewish historlan, Flavies Josephus
(Born Jerusalem, AD. 37 or 38), which, If authentic
would be our carliest testimony on the pon-Christian
side, but their value Is considered doubtful. There are
various references by Latin writers, inclading Pliny

the Younger, Tacltus, and §

12, How did Jesus Christ employ His life ?

Jesus Christ went about doing preaching the
Gospel of the Kingdom of God, and proving his divine
mission by his remarkable influence on the minds,
hwmt;; character and health of those who believed
in

Mare. 4, 23; Jesus went about In all Galilee, reach-
ing in their sy::g ues, und preaching the gospel of
the Kingdom, gealinz all manner of dissase, and
all manner of sickness among the people.

Johin 10, 37-38: 1f [ do mot the works of my Father,
believe me not. But if I do them, though ye bebeve
not me, believe the warks,

Acts 10, 38: Who went about doing good.

Il Cor. 8, 9: Though he was rich, yet for your
sakes, he became poor, that ye through his powerty
might become rich.

15, What light does Jesus Christ throw on
human nature 7

Jesus Christ shows the value of the human soul,
and its infinite capacity for 3 higher and holler life.

Mate. 10, 31: Ye are of more value than many

Sparrows.
Mazt, 12, 12: How much ther I5 8 man of more
value thanm 3 sheep !—R.V,
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Jobn 10, 10; 1 :
may bave it abuadl:au';‘..—'?\t!.&u Ty have Life, anq

14. How does Jesus Christ reconcile us to God 7

The life and work of Jesus Christ bri
to God, by moving us to tra mtlnocs Sty
fect trust in our Heavenly F:th:. RN

IT Cor. 5, 19-20: God was in Christ reconcilin
world unto himd!. not reckoning unto them tb'::
trespasses, and having committed unto us the word of
noonc:lianqn. We are ambassadors
)\':e" of Chgut:mummon G:fdc:en intreating by us :
" m_g_z, rist, be ye reconciled

3.— THE BIBLE

15. Why do you accept the B
i Rai ?y y ot ble a5 an suthority

We accept the Bible as an authority i 1
becsuse it containg the fulles: m'ehtio:n’ w‘: l:t:vizl :‘;
the relations between God and man.

~ Rom. 15, 4: Whatsoever things were written afore.

time were written for our learning, that through

patience and through comfort of the Scriptures we

might have hope.—R.V.

of sy Hat e N o e
man: but men sp rom i

Holy Spirit.—R.V. B
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16. What do we mean by the Ten Command-
ments ?

By the Ten Commuandments we mean the law as
ziven 10 Mases and retorded in Exodus 20, verses 1-17,
Other statements of the law will be found In Exodus
34, verses 1-28, and Deutéronomy 5, verses 6-21.

17. What are the Ten Commandments ?

(1) I am the Lord thy God . - . Thou shalt have
none other Gods before me.

2, Thou chalt not make unto thee a2 graven
image, noe the likeness of any form that iy in heaven
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in
the water under the earth: thou shalt nat bow down
thyself unto them, nor serve them: for 1 the lord
thy God =m = jealous God, visiting the niguity of the
fathers upon the children, upon the third and upon
the fourth generation of them that hate me; and
shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me
and kesp my commandments.,

(3] Thou shalt rot take the name of the Lord Thy
God in vain; for the Lord will not hold them ruiltiess
that taketh his name in vain.

74) Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
Six daye shalt thou labour, and do all thy werk: but
the Seventh dav is a sabbath unto the Lord thy God:
in it thou shalt not do anv work, thou, nor som,
nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maid-
servant, nor thy cattle, not thy stranger that is within
thy gates: for in six days the Lord made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the
seventh day: wherefor the Lord blessed the sabbath
day, and hallowed (1.

(5) Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy
days may be long upon the land which the Loed thy
God giveth thee,

(6) Thou shalt do no murder,

(7) Thou sbalt not commit adultery.

(8) Thou shalt not steal
7



(9) Thou i
““h}’g“';bwm not bear falee witmess against thy
o shalt o ’
thou shalt not cover % m:lsg'byo:rc“sd'm' 'n:rm:;
manservant, nor his mai nf, nor his ox, nor his

ass, nor anything that is thy neighbour's.
Exedus 20, 1-17.—R.V,

18. What do we mean by the Beatitudes ?

“HBeatitude™ means “blessedness,” and is most
commonly used of rthose general declarations of
biessedness made by Christ in the discourses recorded
by Matthew (5, 3-11) at the beginning of the “Sermon
&nelbe Mg'nm" and Luke (6, 20-22) in the “Sermon on

19. What are the Beatitudes ?

The Beatitedes in Matthew are :—
: nm;&%ﬁv:: the poor in spirit: for theirs is the
k&?fl::rd are they that mourn: for they shall
& gt}thllmd are the meck: for they shall inherit

(4) Blessed are they that hu thirst
righteousness: for they shall be mnl:: ol after

- rc(y” Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain
6) Blessed are th :
méod arc the pure in heart: for they shall

(7) Blessed are the 3
s P sce peacemakers: for they shall
(8) Blessed are they that have persecu
for righteousness's sake: for theirs 3“3.. Kmadg
of heaven. Blessed are ye when men shall repraach
you, amd persecute you, and say all manner of evil

ngainst you faisely, for my
Matthew 5, 3-11.—R.V,
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The Beatitudes in Luke are :—
{1) Blessed are ye poos: for yours is the Kingdom

(2) Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ve shall

be filled.
(3) Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall

laugh
Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and

whas‘{bcy shall separate you from their company,
and reproach yon.andcastomyournmuevil.m

th { Man's sak
bty Luke 6, 20 22—R.V.

20, What is the Lord's Prayer ?

Jesus taught his disciples to pray after this
mannes: -

Ouy Father which art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name

Thy Kingdom come.

Thy will be dooe, as in heaven, so in earth,

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven

our debtors. And bring us not into temptation, bat

defiver us from evil
R.V. Mgn. Matthew 6. 9-13,
see Luke 11, 2.4,

21. What is the great and first commandment 2

Jesus said the first commandmont is:—The Lord
our God, the Lord is ome: and thou shalt love the

he
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all th
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy ummg
(Mark 12,29-30), compare Matthew 22, 37.38: Luke

10, 27; cited from Denteronomy 6, 4-5.
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22, What is the second commandment ?

The second commandment i3 :-~Thou ghal
thy neighbour a5 thyself e It Jove
297 Luke 10, 2o et (Mark 12, 31: Matthew 22,

llblez;. What are the main English versions of the

The main English versions of the Bible are :—

(I) The Geneva Version (1560).
(2) The Authorised Version (1611)

(3) The Revised V
Revised Bible 1383), | v Testamear 188,

(4) Twentieth -century Translations;

NOTE—The first full transda
dee to Johe Wychiffe. Its llll::‘l:t“v:. :‘:-:"
Many read it in secret, though the possession of this
Bible was forbidden to the Taity by the lom:
Charch. It was published between IJ‘-N and was
based on the Latin Vulgate. The first English trans
hdwl {::: g:‘ c:i:iinl Hebrew and Greek was n-de.
”‘m’ e e SZS—)&). Tyndale's work inspired

During the persecution of Many's
gcmn Bible was published by En;lkl'!:dle:dlo sc':'
: was mal the work of William Whittingham, ﬁ.e
riend of Johs Knox, It was a finer transiztion than
the Great Bible. Tt was divided into chapters and
s 14 e e R
o Rornaly ooty tams. It was the Bible

The Authorised Version (1611), tra {rom
Hebrew and Greek (by order of Ia;:l: lﬁ,by lur?:
}F(:'fo ﬁ:ﬁﬁ’:mg O:dfoad Cambridge and London

< s allott 1
the Epistles: to Cambridge en'e.s ‘a:o:lc%mkﬁ‘dﬁ’
Gospelt, Acts and- Tomeirics, Ogord the P g
excellence, gradually wpetss:& a};h :'vcodlnz ,::nions.

3

The Revised Version (1831-1885) originated in & reso-
lution of the Convocation of the Province of Canrter-
bary in Febrwary, 1870, The work of revislon was
entrusted to two companies of tried Biblical scholar-
«hip, one for the Old, the other for the New Testa-
ment, in co.operation with two similar American
companies., The Revised New Testapsent was Issued
in 1881, the Revised Bidle in 1885,

Dr. Moffatt’s Translation of the Bible (1925), a ver
sion by 3 great scholar bringing modern critical
scholarship to bear wpon the problems of translation.
Dr, Weymouth has also given us the Now Testament
in modern speech, 4th edition 1924,

24. Why are thore two main and other English
versions of the Scriptures in gemeral use,

The Authorised Version of 1611 was the best
translation of a number which had appeared since
Wycliffe's in 1380, but by the 19th century more know-
ledge and learning were available, and from time {0
time mew translations, like the Revised Version, are
made the better to belp ws to understand the Bible,

4— THE CHRISTIAN LIFE.

25. What are our speclal religious duties as
Christians ?

As Christians, we ought to maintain the worship
of God In private, and in the public congregation, o
observe the Christian cedinances, and take our part
in the work of our Church.

Ezra 7, 23: Whatsoever i commanded by the Cod
of heaven, let it be done exactly for thw house of the
God of heaven—R.V.

Luke 4,16: He entered, as his custom was, into
the synagozue ca the sabbath day,
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Acts 2, 42: They comtinued Steadfasely |
apostles” teaching and fellowship, e
bread and the prajers. Nl e Vewane o

Hed, 10, 25: Nor f i
AR 10303;:: ; ar omlm;.the assembling of gur.

I Peter 4, 10: According s each hath rece
gift, ministering it among yoursel mvcd -
of the manifold grace of God R Y. T 00 *

26. Why are children baptised ?

Children are baptised (o show that thev, wi
ciders, belong to l.go i '?mh Shele
trained as c?u!ldrcn of (?t'g oF Chntt, W, Yaueld e

Mark 10, 14: 1
P o o Suﬂc:“fhe little childran 10 come
Acts 16, 15: She was baptised, and Lar by
b uschold,
Acts 16, 33: And was baptised, be and all hig,

27. How -
ence our lie hene S o7 bellief la Immortality infla.

Qur belief in immortality should &l

‘us with
coastant sense of the importan a
of sin, and the duty of Hving 10 God, " D¢ danger

Mart, 24, 42: W g
what day yoer lmd.mr:’.‘f{;}fo’ ¥¢ know not on

Rom. 6, 23 :The of 5in is dea
i 4 th;
i."\'r.ﬂfcdummu in Ch bus the froe

it Jesus our Lord.—

1 Cor. 15, 58: Be ¥e stexdfast, unmoveable
gbounding in the work of the Loed Apii
know that your labour is not in vain iﬂé’ﬁf—‘i V
.bo'go'l;ul.hs«mrmnd oulheth:‘mlh:;n.
on the things that are Upon the earth—R.V,

Rev, 2, 10: Be
Eive thee the cmvulgl?'l.i!‘:‘fg{;}mw death and 1 will

2

of those who believe in bim.

sogether in my name there am

5.— THE CHURCH.
28, What is the Church of Jesas Christ 2
The Church of Jesus Christ is the whole number

wo or three are gathered
[ in the midst of them.

I Cor. 12, 27: Now ye are the body of Christ and

Matr. 18, 20: Where

members each in his part.—R.V.Mgn,

29, What are the standing Ordinances of the
Church ?

The standing Ordinances of the Church are Bap-
tism and the Lord's Supper.

Eph. 4, &.6: There is one body and one Spint
. one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and

Father of all. \
Acts 2, 41.42: Then they that gladly _reccived His

word were baptised . . - And they continued stead-

““’K in the spostles” doctrine and fellowship, ard in
i

breaking of beead, and in prayers.

30, Whart is Baptism ?

Chesstian Baptism 5 the rite of immersing a per-
son in, or sprinkling him with, water as a =ga of
purification and of admission to the Church, generally

#ccompanied by mame giving.

3. What is the Lovd’s Supper?

The Lord's Supper (the Communion Service) was
established by Jesus Christ on his last night on earth
at a supper with his disciples in order that they might
remember him at every breaking of bread.

Luke 22, 19: This do in remembrance of me.

33
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The Communion Service, or Lord® Su
that we may cmcumnn. th _Supper, is beld
made to reconcile man to God, sacrifice that Jesus

I Cor. 10, 16-17: The cup of blessing which
bless, s it not the communion of the blood' of Cim‘s
The bread which we break, is it not the communion
of the body of Christ ? For we being many are | pe
gmmd. and one body: for we are partakers of that one

1 Cor. 11, 23.25: That the Lord same
night in which ho was betrayed toock mﬁi‘!’;&; when
:‘h' hodd nvegl“:hank;.‘::e brake it and said, take, car:

" oIS my 'y W i 3
bl s :fme. is broken for you: this do in

After the same manner also he took the cup,
when he had sugm saying, This cup is the new
testament in my : this do ye as oft a3 ye drink
it in remembrance of me.

33, What are the divisions of the Christia
Church 2 o

The Charch was first divided lnto Fast and West.
By the Reformation the western church became
divided into Roman Catbolics and Protestants,

NB.—The schism between east and west has been
rendercd by changes of doctrime on the
part of the Roeman cs. The Reformation
with Luther's AD. 1517 the Protest of
was AD, 1529; the first Protestant Confession {Augs-
burg) was AD, 1530,

M. What Is Roman Catholicism ?
Roman Catholicksm is the name given to the

doctrine and practice of that church under the role
of the Pape or Bishop of Rome.
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15. What is meant by Protestantism :ho %
Protestantism 15 the religion of t:‘l:os: e;lcy_ o

: Christ,
ing the hengdsh!'t;':' JesV%e private judgment, reject

ure, o
fl‘l::i:‘uthorhy of the Papacy. ] e
1 Thess. 5, 21t Prove all things: h
which is good. .
Il Cor, 3, 17: where the spirit of the Lord i35,
there (s Iiberty.
36. How do Protestants differ ia Church govern=
ment 7

ernment,
There are three SyEett ot C’?;'_‘:am“rm; Pres

" Episcopal (Government . ¢ :
g?tﬁl:;. (Gg‘vemmﬁnt by Pwsb)teri:ﬂ ; Congre
sational (Government by congregations

17, What is Non-Subscription ? o

- on Is the principle that the Chris-

1=n ﬁu:of ‘Lb:uc:dp?o subscribe to creeds or confessions
of faith,

free:
5, 1: With freedom did Christ set us
stux??l‘lﬂsthmfon. and be not entangled again ina

yoke of bondage. RV,

38, What Is the Non-Sabscribing  Preshyterian
Church ?

Non-Subseribing Presbyterian Chuarch of Tre-
lundq‘:mvdns those congregations founded in |hle
17th century in Ulster by Scottish Presbyterians, It
accepts as its basis the Scriptures of the OX and guw
Testaments os the Rule of Christian Faith and Dut
under the teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ, but re-

s subscription to the Westminster Confession of

alth.
35



N.B.—In 1726 the Antrim Presbytery was founded

on the hasis of Non-Subseription: In 1829 the Rem
on.

strant Synod took its stand om the sa
1835 the Associarion of Irish Non-S-;'l:ra::c s u
lteti‘ns unanimously agreed (o refect human 'lm?mby.
n matters of faith. In 1910, for purposes of ch 13
govnnnu!. the Antrim Presbytery, the .g.mm'
Pﬁnd, and the Associatiom of Irish Non-Subsc I:' -
shyterians united as the Non-Subscribi mﬂ e
terian Church of Iroland. .

39. How | Sone
Church sovermet 't You-Subscribing Presbyterian

The Non-Subscribing  Pres i
governed by Church Courrs, 'I'hbz:'rr: ac'?:’ncgmgs
o b Skt s Ard,Synods. A Sesson consns

: erator, and ruli
wbo' have been installed by the Presbyteryr.‘hl':‘i:l:sz‘i
:‘.; :hcec( & committoe to deal with the temporal welfare
il congregation, but the committee i nor a Church

40. What is a Creed ?

A creed is a brief, formal sum s
doctine or baliet ‘sccepted by the. adherents of
on its mme':“' by that Church 1o be binding

Sl Which are the historic Cheistian Creeds ?

(1) The Apostles’ Creed; i 3
(5} The Athanaany Coud. . ) T Bicens: Creeds

42. What is the Apestles’ Creed ?

The so-called Apostles’ Creed
Church at Rome, out of a dmhﬁﬁpﬁ&m&:‘lﬁ
slon, and reached its presont form about 400 A.D.
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Acts 2, 38: And Peter said unro them, Repent ye,
and be baptised everyone of you in the name of Jesas
Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall
reccive the wift of the Holy Spirit.

43. What Is the Nicene Creed?

The Nicene Creed is a statement of doctrine adop-
ted by the majority of the Council of Nicaca in
Bithynia A.D. 325 summoned by the Emperor Con-
stantine to scttle a controversey about the nature of
Christ.

N.B.—The Nicene Creed was added to by later
Counclls, the latest addition an expression ine
he Nicene

tended to exclude the Greek urch,
Creed ks remarkable for still retaining the statement:

“1 believe in one God,”

34. What is the Athanasian Creed 7

The so-called Athanasinn Creed does not contain
the opinions of Athamasius, and 15 Gn AnOAYMOLS Pro-
duction of the ninth century.

NLB.—This is the first Creed which uses the term
Tuimlty. It is remarkable for its intolerant denunci-

ations.

45. What is Calyinism ?

Calvinism is 3 system of opinkon, derived through
John Calvin (1509-1564) from St Augustine (354-430),
and based on the doctrine of the arbitrary decree of
God, which s alloged to have desigoed for salvation
only a certain number, called the eloct,

NB.—The “five points” of Calvinism, as formu-
lated at Dort (A.D, 1618), are predestination, original
sin, particular redemption, irresistible grace, and the
perseverance of the saints,
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Acts 10, 34.35: Of a truth T perceive that God is
no respector of persoms: but in every nation he that
feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is acceptable
to him.

46, What is Arminianism ?

Arminanism is a reaction against Calvinism, nos
limiting the possible subjects of salvation,

N.B.—Arminianism takes its name from James
Hamensen or Arminius (1560 - 160%), professor ar
Leyden,

I Tim. 2, 3-4: This is good and acceptable in the
sight of God our Saviour; who willeth that all men
should be saved, and come to the knowledge of the
truth,

47. What are the Thirty-nine Articles ?

The Thirty-nine Articles are a summary of doc-
trine prepared by English Bishops in 1562.

I Cor, 2, 5: Your faith should not stand in the
wisdom of men, but in the power of God.

48, Whart is the Westminster Confession ?

The Westminster Confession is a syetem of Cal-
vinistic doctrine, adooted by an assembly of divines
and laymen &t Westminster, and approved by Parlia-
ment as 2 rule of faith for the three Kingdoms,

N.B.—The Westminster Assembley was convened
by erdinance of the English Parliament in 1643: the
Confession of Faith was first published in 1648,

Acts 15, 10-11: Now therefore why tempt ve God,
that ye should put a yoke upon the neck of the disci-
ples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to
bear 7 But we believe that we shall be saved
the grace of the Lord Jesus, in like manner as they.

3
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49. How should we act and feel towards those
of other Churches and Faiths 7

i from
We should respect those whose faith dsﬂ’er: Som
nd should try by all means in our po
:‘u;:‘::, l;:tuistian charity and show the spirit of
mutual goodwill. ::
Titus 3, 2: To soeak ecvil of no man, mot 1O
cuMcnl(:r’us. to be gentle, shewing all meekness to-
wards all men,

50, Why should we be diligent in attepdance At
Church ?

ist) in
It is the duty of Christians to join regularly
worship. for unless we worship God we cannot know
him nor our duty to him, and to our neighbour.

Heb. 10, 25: Not forsaking the assembling of our-
celves together, as the manner of some is,
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